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Church at Home for Sunday 
March 7th 2021. Lent3

World Day of Prayer
prepared by the women
of Vanuatu  March 5th

2021

End of Fair Trade
fortnight.

Call to Worship

We are here to worship God.
Have we come ready to grow? We have!
Have we come willing to change? We have!
Are we prepared to put our faith into action,
to worship God in all we do? We are!
Holy God, as we meet together today,
we ask that you renew our love for you.
Open our eyes to see fresh things,
open our ears to hear with more clarity,
open our minds to recognise new ideas –
that we may be willing to grow and change
and to become more like your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn StF 690 The churches one foundation  is Jesus Christ her Lord

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9rIS166ppoE



Prayers
Amen.
O Lord, clear our hearts and minds of all unrighteous clutter.
As we seek to be your Church in our day,
drive out all that is unworthy of you.
Let us think not of human transactions – our losses and gains –
for we gather under the banner of your love
that demands no price but our love in return.
Help us to sacrifice all that we are to your service,
as Jesus sacrificed everything for us.
Amen.
Father God, we adore you for your patience with your wayward children; for 
bearing with us when our understanding is skewed and our behaviour wrong. 
Jesus, we adore you for being with us always, your humanity entwined with ours; 
for showing us the way in your life and through the Word.
Holy Spirit, we adore you for working through us despite our failings; for living in 
us and enabling us with a strength greater than our own.
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, you are wisdom in our world; you flow through 
creation and consciousness.
Our attempts to house you in bricks and mortar are foolish. Come to us as we 
gather, so that we may be your Church in word and in deed.
We thank you, Lord, for the times when you have knocked us off our pedestals. 
Thinking we are wise, we have trusted in our own understanding rather than yours. 
You have bulldozed our ‘castles in the air’ to bring us down to earth.
Praise be that, time after time, you have driven our falseness and foolishness away
with cords of truth and righteousness, freeing us to be your Church without walls, 
open to all and ever expanding.
Amen.

Lord God, our ancestors turned the Temple into a marketplace; where are the 
marketplaces in our lives, O Lord?

We confess that we are driven by the need to possess. In our greed, we plunder the 
earth of resources and fail to share the good things you have provided for our 
needs. We are obsessed with the work of human hands, making idols of our houses 
– and yours.

Forgive us, and help us to see that your Church is eternally under construction – in 
us. Amen.



Assurance of forgiveness
It’s hard, O Lord, when the message hits home;
when we see, in the sins of our forebears, our own;
when getting real has toppled our self-styled crowns
and the weight of guilt drags us down.
But you, dear Lord, always forgive,
when in the Holy Spirit we choose to live.
And so, we lift our heads bare and humbled,
casting aside thinking that was dark and jumbled.
In your forgiveness we find the light
to walk again in the path that is right.
Amen.
Lords Prayer

Psalm19 StF 803 said responsively.

Readings      OT Exodus 201-17
NT 1 Corinthians 1 18-25

Hymn   StF 57 Let all the world in every corner sing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8XBJYphWv4g

Readings   Gospel John 2 13-22

Address

The first Friday in
March is World Day of
Prayer and this year
the service has been
put together by the
women of Vanuatu
their theme is a Strong
foundation which
struck me assomething which was needed by us while we have been dealing 
with the pandemic. The service can be seen on YouTube and you have a few 
pictures to look at here.



Our Old Testament Reading is very familiar, the Ten commandments, a set of rules 
for the Israelites to live by. Something which has been used in many circumstances 
to create a foundation, on which to create the rules of life for our communities 
today. Something which we have seen further developed recently into the 
Methodist Way of Life.
The letter to the Corinthians is Paul explaining to the followers in Corinth the 
importance of faith and how explaining something in earthly terms is not always 
possible. As a race we search to find an explanation for everything and seek to 
broaden our own knowledge. Not everything can be explained and we need to 
have faith in God and the Lord Jesus Christ. Hindsight can also be a help.
Our New Testament reading  and also the reading in our Lent course for last week
is the first of two occasions when Jesus shows his righteous indignation/anger and 
clears the temple forecourt. This was the place were any visiting, non Jews would 
be allowed to worship God and many came to the temple for the feast of the 
Passover. So it would have been an extremely busy time and into this place were 
all the vendors and money changers, making it almost impossible to worship. 
People traveling could not bring their sacrifices with them and those who did, 
were often rejected, so that all added to the atmosphere, of a very busy 
marketplace and not a place of worship.
The lavish temple had been first created in the time of Solomon and then been 
rebuilt after the demolition by the invading Babylonians and that building was 
being further developed and extended in a lavish style by King Herod the Great. 
This had already been going on for 46 years.
The disciples were quite possibly surprised by Jesus’ actions, it was not his normal 
demeana  he was a much quieter, peaceful, comforting person. His response to the 
religious leaders  was also unusual as he said that the temple could be rebuilt by 
him in three days but after his death the disciples realised all that Jesus said was 
the fulfillment of prophesy and that Jesus was also talking about his own 
resurrection.
Our experience during this pandemic has made us realise even more, that it is not 
our buildings that are the Church, it is the followers of Christ, the people. Our 
concluding hymn in verse four Let us build a house where hands will reach 
beyond the wood and stone . We have been able to meet due to the inventions of 
technology, be it email services,  zoom church, facebook services etc.  We can all 
recollect what life was like before the pandemic and most of us have be able to 
take on the challenges of technology, in order to carry on worshiping after our 
building were closed. We are looking forward to being able to worship in our 
building but it has also made us realise how we can reach out to those who are not 
able to come to our building each Sunday. The circuit has created the 12th church



on Facebook. This has now grown beyond the confines of its original host Trinity 
to be an on line Circuit church available to those who could not,  possibly due to 
illness  infirmity, work schedules ,distance etc  come to the services in the physical 
building. Recordings also enable people to access the Worship at other times. This 
has been developed further with access to Lent Groups and weekly times of 
reflection. prayer and devotion. It will be developed further in the future I am sure 
as a Digital lay worker is being sort to enhance this aspect of worship.
We are developing our own worship here in East Leake, through the use of 
technology and our Zoom service, together with our email service has enabled us 
to reach way beyond the boundaries of East Leake and even as far as France. We 
have created a Tuesday chat session, [or roast the preacher as Roger christened it] 
which again uses Zoom and we are able to come together and talk over aspects of 
the Sunday service. And our 4 square meetings have also gone onto Zoom. 
Technology also allows us to meet with many members of the Methodist church 
around the country and beyond for Prayer on a Tuesday lunch time. Conference 
[also held on zoom] called all Methodist to a year of Prayer and everyone is 
invited to come together on tuesdays at 12-45.  when prayers are lead  by a 
different person each week– this week it was  Jill Baker, a past vice President of 
Conference and she talked about Pilgrimage. She organises Pilgrimages but 
obviously things are different at the moment but we belong to a pilgrim church, we 
are on a journey and Jill described a four phase journey, stepping out, travelling, 
Arriving and then moving on by starting again. The service is recorded so if you 
are interested go to the Methodist website were you will find recording from 
previous weeks and a opportunity to join if you would like too.
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As most of you know my relaxation/ obsession isembroidery and apart from a great deal of stitching, another thing I have been doing, again on line  is joining Jill Marshand others from  the Create District Group, - Bible doodling.
 At the present moment we are  looking at the same Lentcourse as the circuit but including bible  doodling along sideour reflection.
One of the things which Jesus brought to his time was thepossibility of change, something which really concerned theauthorities. We to, today have an aversion to change but wehave had to change, due to this health crisis and also somuch has come out of this time, that will change how weworship in the future. There are many possibilities andopportunities and we hope to be able to combine theopening of our building again for worship, together withoffering our service to those who cannot come via Zoom.Perhaps meetings on Zoom may be a possibility to reducecoming out on those dark, Frosty winter nights we shallhave to see. But I am sure you will agree that our faith goesbeyond the building, out into the community and beyondand we have survived through our faith and a strongfoundation. We look forward to developing our mission herein East Leake and beyond, with Gods help. This does of course involve the use of our building forcommunity activities such as the coffee mornings and forcommunity use, but the church is more than the building-we don’t just meet on a sunday. The pandemic has brought together new ways of 

worshiping God beyond the building and also enabled us to extend our Mission to 
a wider community, in ways that a few months ago were not envisaged and as our 
President and Vice president remind us Best of all God is with us, helping and 
guiding us along the way. Amen. I would like to end as the Tuesday lunch time prayer meeting does with the 
Breakthrough Prayer
God of love, God for all, your purposes are more beautiful than we can possibly imagine.Fill us with your Holy Spirit. Help us let go of all that holds us back.Open our lives and our churches to new seasons of humility and faith, of change 

and growth.



Shake us up with the Good News of Jesus and show us the way. 
Amen

HymnStF 20 Be still for the presence of the Lord.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aJjz2rFc0lw

Prayers of Intercession
Lord of the universe,
we pray for our world broken by persecution, warfare and strife.
We commend to you the Uighur people in China,
the people of Myanmar, the people of Yemen.
You desire harmony within and between nations;
you yearn for everyone to know security and safety.

Lord of the world and the church:
bring healing and peace.

Lord of the poor and the rich,
we pray for those who live and labour in developing countries
paid less than the amount they need to survive.
We commend to your tender love those who are exploited,
children who are paid pennies, those who work in sweatshops.
You desire justice for all people;
you yearn for all people to be treated fairly and equitably.

Lord of the world and the church:
bring healing and peace.

Lord of the doctor and the patient,
we pray for our world at this time of pandemic.
We commend to you those who are suffering as a result of Covid-19; 
those who are working to combat the Brazilian mutation;
those who are frightened and stressed out.

You desire wholeness and health for all people;
you yearn for an end to the pandemic.

Lord of the world and the church:
bring healing and peace.



Lord of the chapel and the cathedral,
we pray for all places of worship throughout the world.
We commend to you caretakers and cleaners, treasurers and guides.

You desire holiness in your children
and in the places in which they worship.

Lord of the world and the church:
bring healing and peace.

Lord of all in need,
we bring to you the prayers of our hearts.
We commend to you those about whom we are especially concerned, 
praying for…

You desire that your children care for one another.

Lord of the world and the church:
bring healing and peace.

In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.

Hymn StF 409 Let us build a house     [Luckington]
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N9bOiAxwi4U

Blessing
We came together to worship God.
We have read God’s Word.
We have prayed and sung songs.
Now we go into God’s world:
to be God’s people wherever we are called to go.
Let us go in Christ’s name. Amen.
Let us join together in the Grace. The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ…….

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4E7bDWf7beI


