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Many people will have made journeys over the last six weeks or so, or may 

be anticipating journeys over the next few weeks once children return to 

school and holiday destinations become a little quieter and less busy. 

Some holiday destinations may involve a simple car, coach or train 

journey, others may include flights of a few or several hours. And this 

year, some may not have had the desire or opportunity for a holiday to 

other places. 

I am reminded of a suitcase tag that I once had – engraved into the 

leather tag were the words – Life is a journey – not a destination. 

Whether we have travelled to other places or not, all of us are making this 

journey – Life.  

The idea of journey is central within our understanding of faith. And we 

often talk of pilgrimage or our story being a pilgrimage of faith. In our 

current Methodist church hymn book, we have a whole section of hymns 

under the title – our Journey with God.   

The symbol of the scallop shell, representing baptism and pilgrimage was 

part or the Wesley coat of arms, and John Wesley was the founder of the 

Methodist movement that became the Methodist Church. Some of you 

may have had involvement with Methodist youth Clubs and recall the 

letters MAYC printed in some way on a shell shaped badge. Within the 

Methodist church we understand our journey of faith as just that - a 

journey which deepens our relationship with God, that is about growth 

and transformation – for us, others and the world. 

In various settings, I have often been invited to draw out my life journey 

and mark the line with the significant moments, times, events or people. 

Some of these may have been times of joy and great excitement, times to 

celebrate. Others may have been events that have been challenging or 

difficult. Such experiences offer us something to reflect on, to understand 

ourselves more, to see our lives in the context of our journey with God, or 

maybe God’s journey with us. 
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This kind of reflection is not a form of self-indulgence – but a necessary 

part to understand ourselves and discovering more about life, and God. 

In recent years there has been several series of Pilgrimage, where people 

in the public eye, have undertaken a walk as a group, carrying their 

rucksacks. If you have seen the programmes, you will know that in the 

practice of walking within the support of a group, the pilgrims have found 

time to reflect on some of the most difficult experiences of their life 

journey. And in that reflection process there has often come about some 

kind of healing. 

The Bible is full of stories about people journeying with God. The early 

Christians were known as people of The Way. People following the Way of 

Jesus – it’s about lifestyle, a way of life, not a set of doctrines. 

Central to my understanding and being is the idea that We journey in life, 

not to grow bitter or shutdown, but to deepen and broaden our 

understanding, to enable us to embrace life with all its joys and yes, 

challenges. But to keep faith and hope in the love of God, for us and for all 

who journeys with us. 

There is that well known story printed on posters and postcards, of the 

person who in conversation with God, points out that in the most difficult 

times, when God is most needed, God abandons them – there is only one 

set of footprints in the sand – God points out that would leave or 

abandon, when there is only one set of footprints God is carrying them. 

It is more than a belief, but a real trust that God is always with us, always 

on our side, that can keep us walking, keep us going, keep us journeying.  

Nina 
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Church Services 

Our services for August-November 2026 will be as follows.  We start at 

10.30am unless otherwise stated.  Tea and coffee are served after our 

services. 

There will be several services in other places.  The addresses and times 
are given.  On those Sundays there will not be a service in our building 

August  

Aug 2nd  Section Service at our church – see below.  To be taken by 
Rev Nina Austin.  Holy Communion 

Aug 9th  Mr Roger Latham  

Aug 16th  Mrs Chris Watkins 

Aug 23rd  10.30am.  United Service with Sutton Bonington Methodist 
Church at 49A Main St, Sutton Bonington, LE12 5ND.  Lifts 
can be arranged to there.  The service will be taken by Mrs 
Chris Watkins 

Aug 30th  Circuit Service at Trinity Methodist Church, Royland Road, 
Loughborough LE11 2EH.  Please note that the time will be 
4pm 

September  

Sept 6th  Rev Pat Olivent-Hayes.  Holy Communion 

Sept 13th  Mrs Eleri Bristow 

Sept 20th  Local Arrangement 

Sept 27th  Ms Katy Brookes-Duncan 

October  

Oct 4th  Rev Nina Austin.  Holy Communion  

Oct 11th  Mrs Chris Watkins 

Oct 18th  Local Arrangement 

Oct 25th  11am.  Section Service at Wymeswold Methodist Church, 
Brook St, Wymeswold LE12 6TT.  The service will be taken by 
Mrs Eleri Bristow.   
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Our services do change occasionally.  For up to date information please 
check our Facebook page East Leake Methodist Church or our website 
https://eastleakemethodists.org.uk  

We continue to produce a full written service every week which we 
send out by email.  If you would like to receive it, please send your 
email address to roger.86latham@btinternet.com and he will add you 
to our distribution list. 

There is no transport rota but if anyone would like a lift to Church 
please contact me.  853697 
 
Lesley Allan 
 

 

Christian Aid Week in East Leake 

The total amount collected in the village for Christian Aid week this year was 

the amazing sum of £4025 + £367 in Gift Aid. This was raised as follows: 

Soup lunch    £900   

Bucket collections   £285 

Coffee morning, cake stall etc £400 

Gifts in envelopes  £2,440 

A big thank you to everyone who contributed, whether by putting envelopes 

through doors, serving food, baking cakes, standing with a bucket in the 

street or giving in any way. 

  

https://eastleakemethodists.org.uk/
mailto:roger.86latham@btinternet.com
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Four Square Meetings Autumn 2026 

 
The Four Square group is having its summer break.   
We will restart on Thursday September 17.  
The programme will be sent to members of the group once it is ready.  
 

Zoom details 

Starting time  7.30pm. 

Zoom log in details: 

Meeting ID 445 064 3070  

Password  795145 

Angela Latham 

 

A PRAYER 

From the Methodist Prayer Handbook written by Angy Long, a minister in 

Lincolnshire 

God of the earth, the sea and the sky, 

As we look around us we see change and uncertainty. 

The effects of the changing seasons on the work of our farmers, and the 

security of homes and businesses. 

The power of the sea on our coastline and the catch of fishing boats. 

The flight paths of military aircraft pointing towards global political 

uncertainty.   

In our churches and communities too, there is change and uncertainty. 

May we know your steadfast love and that in all times and all places you are 

there.  

In the name of Christ, Amen 
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Coffee Rota  

August 
1 Angela Roger 

8 Anne Lesley 

15 Pauline Greg 

22 Pam Ann Mace 

29 Judith David 

September 

5 Angela Roger 

12 Anne Lesley 

19 Pauline Greg 

26 Pam Ann Mace 

October 

3 Judith David 

10 Angela Roger 

17 Anne Lesley 

24 Pauline Greg 

31 Pam Ann Mace 

 
Please note:  This Saturday morning coffee rota may not represent the 
actual people running the coffee morning on the date planned, as it’s 
customary to swap if they are unavailable. 
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Money matters. 

Every organisation has two financial documents – a budget (what we plan to 

spend) and a set of final accounts (what we actually did spend). Whilst not 

identical the two documents should at least be fairly similar. So, at the last 

Church Council I presented next year’s budget for approval. The biggest item 

of our expenditure is always the circuit assessment. This is the amount that 

we are asked to contribute to the central circuit funds to cover the cost of 

ministerial appointments and accommodation, including pensions. As we 

have now joined together to create the Mowbray and Charnwood circuit 

from the former Melton Mowbray and Loughborough circuits this was the 

first year in which the finances of the two circuits were brought together. 

Unfortunately they showed that we were running a deficit. So each church 

has been asked to make a significant increase in the level of its assessment 

that it pays for next year. In our case this is going to be a 9% uplift, and that 

makes a big dent in the funds that we raise in our church activities and by 

community use of our premises. 

So to find this money the circuit itself is going to have to make a number of 

savings, and we have utilised the savings that we’d be making by careful use 

of utilities which, at a time of rising costs, come out slightly cheaper than we 

thought originally. Unfortunately, on the other side of the balance sheet we 

had to spend a lot more on number of repairs for equipment that has worn 

out or been damaged. So next year is going to be tight in budget terms, and 

we won’t have the facility for making any big changes within our existing 

funds. 

As part of the new contracts that we have entered into for our gas and 

electricity utilities we were asked by utilities broker if they could do the 

similar job for us on water charges. This was something of a surprise, as we 

don’t pay any water charges. Now I’d always assumed that this was because 

as a church we didn’t have a rateable value. When water was supplied by 

local authorities it was the rateable value which determined the water 

charge. Rateable values were based on the amount that an owner could get 

from letting the property on the open market, and that simply didn’t apply to 
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places of worship. They didn’t have a rateable value, and so when water 

companies took over from local authorities a number of churches simply 

didn’t pay anything for their water supply. But not East Leake Methodist 

Church. It’s not easy to see when the water charge came in but my guess is 

that when the old church was demolished and we moved to the current 

building that there was assessment made of our water use, and a charge was 

levied. 

The only problem was we didn’t pay it. Instead, for reasons which are lost in 

the mist of antiquity the bill was sent to the parish church and they paid it, 

believing it to be their bill. And that all comes about because the parish 

church doesn’t have a postcode address. The national database which 

contains all the information about utilities needs a postcode address. So it 

turned out that for probably the last 40 or more years the parish church has 

been paying the Methodist Church water charge. Once I had found out that 

this was the case I had a word with the parish church treasurer and we put a 

stop to that. However, it does mean that we will be paying water charges in 

future to the retail water supply company (which is different from the water 

management company Severn Trent!). 

Now readers of this column in the past will remember the story of the five 

phantom electricity meters that exist on the national database located at the 

Methodist Church, and the fact that we had just a single electricity meter 

which according to the national database was located at Sutton Bonington 

Methodist Church. Well it seems that Sutton Bonington is also the recipient of 

the water utilities records for St Marys Church Hall opposite the church. So 

much so, that an engineer who came to fit a smart meter there had to be 

persuaded not to go to Sutton Bonington because that was the wrong place. 

Basically, the national database is riddled with errors, and changing them is 

practically impossible. So it’s no surprise that once again a mistake on the 

national database has resulted this time in not mislocating utility equipment 

but mis-billing it. 

You couldn’t make it up! 

Roger, Church Treasurer.  
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East Leake Methodist Church Hall Bookings 
 

Day Time Organisation 

Monday 09.30 to 12.00 Pencil Art  

 09.00 to 12.30 Pencil Art  
August 31 (Bank Holiday) 

 13.00 to 15.00 Bead Group  

 17.00 to 18.00 8th East Leake Rainbows – Term time only. 

 19.00 to 21.00 East Leake Community Crafting –  
August no meeting, September 7, 
October 5, November 9, December 7 

Tuesday 10.30 to 12.00 East Leake Community Care – Memory 
Café 

 14.15 to 16.15 Fellowship Group (Alternate weeks) 
No meeting after 7 July. Resumes 
September 8 

 18.00 to 19.30 5th East Leake Brownies Term time only 

Wednesday 10.00 to 11.00 Pilates  

 14.00 to 16.00 East Leake Community Care – Tea and 
Cakes 

 18.30 to 20.00 3rd East Leake (Methodist) Brownies  
Term time only 

Thursday 10.00 to 12.00 Art Group 

 14.00 to 15.00 Yoga 

 17.30 to 18.30 Pilates 

 19.30 to 21.00 Four Square Group - resumes September 

Friday  Cleaning and maintenance.  No bookings 
at present. 

Saturday 10.00 to 12.00 Coffee Morning and Warm Space 

 13.00 to 16.00 Pencil Art –  
August 8, September 5, October 10, 
November 7, December 5 

Sunday 10.30 to 12.00 Morning Service 
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Please be aware that all bookings are taken on the understanding that 
should the Church require the building for a Church event e.g. for a 
funeral, organisers will be asked to cancel their meeting. 
 
For information about the organisations that hold meetings here: - 
please visit https://eastleakemethodists.org.uk and click on the  
bookings tab. 
 
For further information about booking the Church please contact 
Pauline Hargraves on 07538 455156 or 07415 413417 or 
Paulinehargraves@gmail.com  

 

Dates for Your Diary 

 

Crafting Group -.This group meets on the first Friday of each month. 

11:00-12:00 in the Village Hall. 

Village Show, Village Hall, Saturday 5th September 

 

 

The next magazine will be due for the beginning of November. If you 

have any articles, please send them to me at 

ways2teach@ntlworld.com or hand them to one of the Stewards who 

will make sure they reach me. 

If you want extra copies of any issue, printed, electronic, in larger print, 

or a different format, please let me know and I will do my best to help.  

Lesley Way  

https://eastleakemethodists.org.uk/
mailto:Paulinehargraves@gmail.com
mailto:ways2teach@ntlworld.com
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CHURCH CONTACT DETAILS 

Charnwood and Mowbray Team 

Role Role Holder Contact details 

Superintendent 
Minister 

Rev Karen 
Beecham 

01509 219804 

Church Minister Rev Nina Austin  
 

revbiker_nj59@btinternet.com 
or via the circuit office on 

 07513 988341 

Local Pastor Christine 
Watkins 

01509 821536 

Circuit 
Administrator 
Office hours 
Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and 
Friday 10.00hrs to 
14.00hrs 

Josephine Wills circuitoffice@charnwoodmowbraymethodist
.org.uk 

 

Mobile 07513 988341 
Please note that the office does not have a 

landline 
 

Circuit Office – Trinity Methodist Church,  
Royland Road, Loughborough, LE11 2EH 

 

East Leake Church Team 

Role Role Holder Contact details 

Senior and  
Property Steward 

Bryan Harrison 01509 820487 

Steward Angela Latham 01509 856562 

Steward and  
Bookings Manager 

Pauline  
Hargraves 

07538 455156 or 07415 413417 or 
paulinehargraves@gmail.com 

Data Protection Roger Latham 01509 856562 

Safeguarding Bryan Harrison 01509 820487 

Treasurer Roger Latham 01509 856562 
 

Website:  https://eastleakemethodists.org.uk 

Facebook: East Leake Methodist Church 

mailto:revbiker_nj59@btinternet.com
mailto:circuitoffice@charnwoodmowbraymethodist.org.uk
mailto:circuitoffice@charnwoodmowbraymethodist.org.uk
mailto:paulinehargraves@gmail.com
https://eastleakemethodists.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Eastleakemethodist?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXpvGcnfApt3R8btZC-mq9jQ_lqgJRZPYaLZsNcxn-lbyUsoPsuE5F8oIhSkgbPnq-HIYWo53JlH0vhGp1Y_QWa_02G6hzuhiV5E91_bDB389UwBpIbMVghWNuXxBXjpJ1KzlJ44upvqUdHX6OkG2OZDJJe7lHXPEmiy-eur9aDuw&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R

